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A space made of bricks and light

The architectural space is deliberately reduced to the elements of bricks and light and creates an 
environment in which inner contemplation and silence is possible. The walls and floor as well as the 
stepped vaulted ceilings are made of fired bricks, whose archaic appearance refers to the beginnings of 
human culture and to the local building tradition in Berlin/Brandenburg.

The vaulted ceiling include open horizontal joints through which light from above enters the room. 
This creates the impression of a floating “light vault” made of bricks. The archaic materiality and 
the precise geometric shape of the room create a powerful expression of high poetic intensity that 
appeals to both the mind and the soul. 

The design aims visual stillness in order to enhance the meditative character of the space. Visual 
stillness is linked to the avoidance of superfluous, perceptible light sources, such as the depiction of 
light cones on the surface of the room. For this reason, the light is carefully guided using concealed 
lights that do not result in the depiction of light cones. The joints of the vaults are backlit with 
fluorescent lamps. The basic lighting is created only by the reflection of the surfaces in the room and 
the light diffusely reflected from the bricks. This creates a transcendent, dematerialized effect. 

„Take note of the fine, 

incessantly noise. 

It is silence. 

Listen to what you hear, 

when you hear nothing at all."

Paul Valery (1871-1945)
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