Catholic Church Building in the Bavarian city of Dietenhofen – A Space of Light and Lightness

For centuries light has been playing a key role in church buildings. In gothic churches, glass windows were used to convey theological messages and provide mystical atmosphere. Light has been and still is the medium of all immaterial.

Entering the modern church of Dietenhofen is immersing oneself in a space of light beyond images and symbols.

The exterior of the church consists of two glass shells: an outer shell made out of scaled glass elements, whose inner surface shows a range of screen-printed lines; an inner shell made of glass with dark, hand-painted and slightly sandblasted elements. Vertical sections of hand-made glass in red, blue, green and gold fill the church's interior with mystical light. 

Churches have long filled the human need for a place other than the every day world. Building a church means creating a space that can fulfil the human longing for refuge and for the sublime; it also means translating the Christian liturgical process into concrete architecture. 

Karl Frey met this challenge by designing the church in the shape of an ellipse, thus denying it a concrete center, but giving it two opposite focal points instead. Although these focal points are opposite to each other they strongly correspond and thus create a specific dynamic and tension. They also represent a fundamental question of human existence: the relationship between God and man.  

The building's construction consists of lean steel beams and columns, once more underlining the church's image of light and lightness. It is covered by a ceiling made out of slightly bent steel sheets below a concrete roof. 

Another aspect that makes this church an important example of contemporary architecture is the fact that the building uses regenerative energy only – the first of its kind in Germany.
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